June 20, 2012

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I com-
mend the Senate for agreeing to this
resolution celebrating the 150th anni-
versary of the signing of the First Mor-
rill Act. The Morrill Act, named for its
author, Justin Morrill of Strafford, VT,
granted public lands to States and ter-
ritories to support colleges in pro-
moting education as a means of eco-
nomic advancement and intellectual
pursuit. This landmark legislation
brought national attention to public
higher education in the United States
and made higher education accessible
to the public by granting Federal land
to each State to be used toward fund-
ing public agriculture colleges. It is
difficult to overstate the profound im-
pact and ways in which the core demo-
cratic vision behind the Morrill Act
has improved the lives of Americans.
Land grant institutions have opened
the doors to affordable and accessible
higher education for millions of stu-
dents. These public institutions are the
lifeblood of many communities, serving
as hubs of research and innovation, as
drivers of economic growth, and as lab-
oratories for critical thinking and pub-
lic debate.

The University of Vermont is the
State of Vermont’s land-grant univer-
sity. It is fitting that representatives
from the University of Vermont’s Proc-
tor Maple Research Center will be in
town next weekend for the
Smithsonian’s 2012 Folklife Festival.
This year, the annual event celebrates
the spirit of the Morrill Act and the
cultural impact of land-grant institu-
tions. Timothy Perkins, Timothy
Wilmont, Emily Drew, George Cook,
and Brian Stowe will host a booth at
the Festival on the maple industry and
how maple research at the University
of Vermont has provided new and im-
proved techniques for efficient sap col-
lection and evaporation systems which
yield higher quality maple syrup, as
well as research to improve under-
standing of the physiology and contin-
ued health of sugar maple trees. Just
one example is a revolutionary maple
tap developed by students and profes-
sors at UVM and now being manufac-
tured in Vermont which nearly doubles
the yield from each tree.

Justin Morrill’s vision for a modern
higher education infrastructure was
centered in creating an opportunity for
farmers, mechanics, artisans and labor-
ers who too often lacked access to
higher education. While time does not
allow a comprehensive look at the con-
tributions of UVM to the State of
Vermont, I will note that given the
focus of land grant institutions on ag-
riculture, it is very appropriate that
the UVM College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences, known as CALS, is quar-
tered in the original Morrill Hall at the
center of campus. In addition to work
on maple, CALS provides a number of
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world-class research and outreach ef-
forts that are educating a generation of
leaders in sustainable agriculture and
food systems. And the acorn often falls
close to the tree—with UVM graduates
applying their skills to start businesses
and nonprofits in Vermont. CALS grad-
uates are owners and herd managers at
dairy farms across Vermont and others
are operating a growing number of di-
versified farms and CSA’s across the
region. Two examples are Shelburne
Farms, a wonderful center for sustain-
ability education and Vermont Natural
Coatings—a private company manufac-
turing environmentally friendly
paints—both being run by UVM alum-
ni. Nutrition research at the school is
informing cutting edge farm-to-school
programs.

Students and researchers at the UVM
School of Natural resources have been
at the lead for many years in under-
standing and addressing water quality
problems in Lake Champlain. Pre-
paring students with a great basic edu-
cation in environmental science and
policy, these young people are then de-
ployed to the UVM research vessel the
Melosira, to the Rubenstein Lake Re-
search Lab, and to watershed groups to
put their skills to the test. It is not un-
usual to see UVM undergraduates com-
ing off the lake, cold and wet on a cold
fall day and burdened with nets, buck-
ets, and boots—and smiling from ear to
ear.

Vermont is a small State and could
never have built such a fine and world-
renowned research University but for
the Morrill Land Grant Act. UVM is
now an engine that helps to drive our
state, and to benefit the Nation.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 21,
2012

Ms. STABENOW. I ask unanimous
consent that when the Senate com-
pletes its business today, it adjourn
until 10:30 a.m., on Thursday, June 21;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day;
that the majority leader be recognized;
and that following the remarks of the
two leaders, the time until 11 a.m. be
equally divided and controlled between
the two leaders or their designees; fur-
ther, that at 11 a.m., the Senate re-
sume consideration of S. 3240, the farm
bill, and the votes on the remaining
amendments to the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Ms. STABENOW. There will be sev-
eral rollcall votes beginning at ap-
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proximately 11 a.m. tomorrow in order
to complete action on the farm bill.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, if
there is no other business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it adjourn under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:15 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
June 21, 2012, at 10:30 a.m.

———————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

POLLY ELLEN TROTTENBERG, OF MARYLAND, TO BE
UNDER SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION FOR POLICY,
VICE ROY W. KIENITZ.

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE
HUMANITIES

DAVID MASUMOTO, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS FOR A TERM
EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 3, 2018, VICE STEPHEN W. PORTER,
TERM EXPIRING.

FOREIGN SERVICE

THE FOLLOWING-NAMED PERSONS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMMERCE FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN
SERVICE OFFICERS OF THE CLASSES STATED.

FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER OF
CLASS TWO, CONSULAR OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN
THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA,

THOMAS J. BRENNAN, OF MISSOURI
CHERYL J. DUKELOW, OF WASHINGTON

FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER OF
CLASS THREE, CONSULAR OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN
THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA,

YAMILEE M. BASTIEN, OF FLORIDA
ANDREW C. GATELY, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
JENNIFER GOTHARD, OF CALIFORNIA
STEPHEN GREEN, OF VIRGINIA
LOLA Z. GULOMOVA, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
JOHN HOWELL, OF VIRGINIA
ILONA SHTROM, OF VIRGINIA
PAUL A. TAYLOR, OF COLORADO

FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER OF
CLASS FOUR, CONSULAR OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN
THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA,

CHRISTOPHER BECKER, OF ILLINOIS
LINDA L. CARUSO, OF WISCONSIN
SARAH FOX, OF MARYLAND
JEFFREY W. HAMILTON, OF TEXAS
MATTHEW HILGENDORF, OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
KATJA 8. KRAVETSKY, OF VIRGINIA
JESSE LAPIERRE, OF MASSACHUSETTS
RICARDO PELAEZ, OF FLORIDA
THE FOLLOWING-NAMED MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN
SERVICE TO BE CONSULAR OFFICERS AND SECRETARIES
IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA:
STEPHEN GREEN, OF VIRGINIA
THOMAS HANSON, OF CALIFORNIA
MARTIN CLAESSENS, OF ILLINOIS
RICARDO PELAEZ, OF FLORIDA
THOMAS PEPE, OF VIRGINIA

——————

WITHDRAWAL

Executive Message transmitted by
the President to the Senate on June 20,
2012 withdrawing from further Senate
consideration the following nomina-
tion:

PATRICIA M, WALD, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE A MEMBER OF THE PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES
OVERSIGHT BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING JANUARY 29,

2019, (REAPPOINTMENT), WHICH WAS SENT TO THE SEN-
ATE ON APRIL 16, 2012.
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